Opioid use in pregnancy: Borderline features and Hepatitis C virus.
This study examined the relationship between borderline personality disorder assessed as self-reported borderline features (Morey, 1991), opioid use, and Hepatitis C virus (HCV) in pregnant women. There were 55 women in the opioid use group and 38 in the comparison group who were at high risk due to medical issues that did not include drug use. Women were in their 2nd or 3rd trimester. All women received Medicaid and were racially representative of the geographic area (84% White). We assessed opioid use severity from medical records based on urine assays and prescriptions for opioids. The results revealed that women who scored in the clinical range of total borderline features, which is associated with a diagnosis of borderline personality disorder (Trull, 1995), had 2.83 greater odds of being opioid users (prescribed and nonprescribed) than had individuals below the cutoff. The borderline features of affective instability, identity disturbance, negative relationships, and self-harm/impulsivity were significantly correlated with opioid use severity. Negative relationships and self-harm/impulsivity contributed significant variance in opioid use severity over and above affective instability and identity disturbance. Women in the clinical range of borderline features were more likely to have HCV than were women below the cutoff, and the borderline feature of negative relationships specifically was associated with HCV. We discuss implications for interventions to address negative relationships and self-harm/impulsivity and interventions to help prevent opioid misuse in women before they become pregnant. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2019 APA, all rights reserved).